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Lacrosse in Australia’s  
Vision, Mission, Values 

 

Vision 
Working Together to Honour and Grow the 
Game. 
 

Mission 
The Australian Lacrosse Association provides leadership to our 
community through the delivery of quality services and programs to 
grow lacrosse at all levels and aims to achieve international success. 
 

Values 
Integrity 
Accountability 
Leadership 
Transparency 
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ALA Board of Directors, 
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ALA Committees & Working Groups 

Growth 
Advisory 
Council  
 
 
 
 

Mike  Slattery ALA 

Damien Orr ALA 

Kristen Stone LV 

Matt Keogh LV 

Marilyn Fuss LSA 

Tim Dickson LSA 

Rob Logan LWA 

Andre Teuwsen QLA 

Tyler Nolf NSWL 

Nick Anthony UniSport 
 

 
2020 
National 
Competition 
Review 
Working 
Group 
 

Jan  Jackson ALA 

Simon Atkins LV 

Murray  Gates LWA 

Tyler Nolf NSWL 

Stephen Mortimer LSA 
 

 2020 
Nominations 
Committee 

Fergus   Stewart Independent  

Liz Balfour Independent  

Scott  Willsmore Independent  

Jan  Jackson ALA 
 

        

Men’s 
National 
Technical 
Committee 

Mark  Polden ALA 

Dennis Mulroney ALA 

David Campbell SA 

Bradley Edwards SA 

John Sedgeway VIC 

Graham Sharpe VIC 

Ian McRae WA 

Peter Mulcahy WA 
 

 
2020 
National 
Rebranding 
Working 
Group 
 

Glenn Morley ALA 

Steve  Campbell ALA 

Damien Orr ALA 

Caroline McLuckie ALA 

Alex Pellerano ALA 

Tim  Kennedy ALN 

Hayley Sofarnos  NLLC 

Carly  Post 
Circus 
Media 

 

 Athlete 
Advisory 
Committee  
(Independent) 

Keith  Nyberg VIC 

Hayley  Sofarnos VIC 

Tegan  Brown WA 

Ben Muxlow WA 

Adden Cunningham SA 

Steve Mortimer SA 

Frank Nicholas NSW 

Atika Dunlop QLA 
 

        

Women’s 
National 
Technical 
Committee 

Mark  Polden ALA 

Martin Kiploks ALA 

Kellie Morley WA 

Susan  Milne WA 

Tammy Varga SA 

Natalie Owens SA 

Leanne  MacGibbon VIC 

Amy  Basile VIC 
 

 
2020 
National 
Database 
Working 
Group 

Steve  Campbell ALA 

Sean Aaron LV 

Roxanne  Leavy LWA 

Giulia Marion  LSA 
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Honours and Awards  
ALA Annual Dinner 
Due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic the 2020 Annual 
Dinner, where ALA awards are presented, was not held.  
We look forward to holding our Annual Dinner in 2021 to celebrate 
past and present Australian players, officials and coaches, and 
recognise and award individuals who have contributed greatly to 
our wonderful sport.  

 
 
 
Recognition of all Life Memberships, Fellows & Merit Awards 
Lacrosse in Australia has a rich history going back many generations. 
Within this history is the three associations; the Women’s Lacrosse 
Association, Lacrosse Australia and the current Australian Lacrosse 
Association. Each Association across their history have recognised and 
awarded individuals for their service to the sport of lacrosse.  
 
The ALA is proud to provide the current lacrosse community the 
history and records of the awardees for all three associations. You can 
view the Full Listing of Women’s Lacrosse Australian Life Members & 
Merit Awards, Lacrosse Australia Fellows & Merit Awards and 
Australian Lacrosse Association Life Membership & Merit Awards 
using this Link. 

http://lacrosse.com.au/media/232892/2020-membership-fellows-merit-awards.pdf
http://lacrosse.com.au/media/232892/2020-membership-fellows-merit-awards.pdf
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Message from Sport Australia - 
John Wylie AM 
The start of 2020 has been an extraordinarily tough 
time for Australians, including all of us committed to 
sport.  
 
The impact of bushfires and the COVID-19 pandemic 
have been confronting for communities, where we all 
know sport plays such an important role. 
 
At the Australian Sports Commission (ASC), comprising 
Sport Australia and the Australian Institute of Sport 
(AIS), our energy is focused on supporting our partners 
through these times as we continue to advocate the 
importance of sport to our economy, productivity, 
health, wellbeing and culture. 
 
We believe whole-heartedly that when we get through 
this challenging period, sport will play a prominent role 
in lifting the nation’s energy and spirits again. 
 
Times such as these can also make us more 
appreciative of what we do have and of the success we 
have achieved. 
 
Success in sport is always hard fought. But it’s a fight 
Australian high-performance sport welcomes as it 
continues to achieve success.   
 
Last year the wonderful Ash Barty won the French 
Open and became our first female No1 tennis player 
since her idol, Evonne Goolagong Cawley, in 1976. 
Javelin-thrower Kelsey Lee-Barber set personal bests 
throughout the year and took the title at the IAAF 
World Championships in Doha. Dylan Alcott added 

three more Grand Slam quad wheelchair singles 
trophies to the cabinet and Sailing duo Matt Belcher 
and Will Ryan claimed the men’s 470 World 
Championship. In the pool, our swimmers won seven 
gold medals at the FINA World Championships, placing 
Australia fourth on the medal tally.  
 
This year our inspiring women’s cricket team won a 
fifth World T20 title, drawing a record crowd of 86,174 
to the MCG. How fitting that this historical moment fell 
on International Women’s Day. These results are a 
testament to the tenacity and passion of athletes, 
coaches, sports staff and sporting organisations, which 
know we have all the skills and abilities to achieve 
success.  
 
I am proud too of the service our organisation provides 
to Australian sport each year, on behalf of the 
Australian Government. 
 
The ASC, through Sport Australia and the AIS, delivers 
25,000 grants a year. 
 
The AIS, funds and prepares our Olympic, Paralympic 
and Commonwealth Games to represent us at the 
highest level in international competition. 
 
In the past few years, we have enhanced our support 
to athlete wellbeing and engagement, a move that is 
essential, especially in the current environment. 
 
Sport Australia invests in sports participation 
programs, from our national Sporting Schools program 
for younger children through to the Better Ageing 
program aimed at Australians aged 65 and over. 
 

So many of these grants fuel aspirations. Our Local 
Sporting Champions program supports 9,000 children 
a year to reach for their sporting dreams. 
 
Our Women Leaders in Sport program and the AIS 
Talent program provide opportunities for women to 
progress their professional development in all roles 
across sport. 
 
We continue to work with sports to modernise 
traditional governance structures in Australian 
sporting organisations and we continue to encourage 
environments that are inclusive, diverse, safe and 
welcoming, making sport the benchmark for a more 
equitable society.  
 
This was to be the year of the 2020 Olympics and 
Paralympics in Tokyo. Instead, it has been postponed 
to 2021, with the Olympic Games to be held from 23 
July to 8 August 2021 and the Paralympics from 24 
August to 5 September 2021. 
 
We have already witnessed a great deal of positivity 
from athletes who now need to re-set. I’m confident, 
as a united sport system, we will do the same. 
 

John Wylie AM 
Chair 

 

https://www.sportaus.gov.au/grants_and_funding/local_sporting_champions
https://www.sportaus.gov.au/grants_and_funding/local_sporting_champions
https://www.sportaus.gov.au/grants_and_funding/women_leaders_in_sport


 

 

2020 Annual Report 

President’s Report - Glenn Morley 
On behalf of the Australian Lacrosse Association Board it is my pleasure to present 
the 2020 Annual Report. 
  
2020 certainly proved to be a difficult time and year for all Australians including all 
of us involved in the lacrosse community. Of course, as everyone else, the sport 
had to navigate through the ever evolving pandemic which is still continuing today. 
The COVID-19 pandemic brought our sport to a halt and disrupted all Member 
Associations, Clubs and members who were preparing and looking forward to the 
2020 field lacrosse season. The Australian lacrosse community rallied to support 
one another and rose above the adversity to ensure that lacrosse was in the best 
position to return, when it was safe to do so, and welcome eager members back to 
the fields. 
 
As a sport we should be proud of the way all the Member Associations and ALA 
worked together, as a group we were able to provide fiscal support mechanisms, 
regular calendar meetings, tools to help with communications and meetings, 
support with funding applications and return to play protocols.  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our Member Associations, their 
presidents/chairs, boards and staff who all came together and worked 
collaboratively to ensure the sport could move forward and return to play as soon 
as possible. Their commitment, openness, work ethic and attitude were key 
reasons why many organisations, clubs and members were able to return to 
lacrosse.  
 
My heart goes to out to all members and clubs based in Victoria who have had to 
endure the longest period of restrictions and who still cannot get back to lacrosse.  
 
Due to the ever evolving COVID-19 situation the ALA, in conjunction with our 
Member Associations, made the hard and difficult decision to cancel all National 
Events for 2020. This of course was extremely disappointing for all but in particular 
for those players who missed out on attending their first or final year at the U15 
 

 
Tournament or U18 Championship.  While it was a difficult decision to cancel these 
events early in 2020, it proved strong leadership, collaboration and support from 
all involved. Once again thank you to our Member Associations and host clubs who 
were involved and supported this process and decision. 
 
The impact of COVID-19 was also felt on the international calendar with the 
postponement of the U19 World Championships – thankfully World lacrosse have 
looked to have the tournament played on 2021 as an Under 20 tournament which 
will allow the players selected the opportunity to compete after they have trained 
so hard to represent their country and be successful. 
 
There is also a significant knock on effect to the Senior Women’s program who have 
had a greatly interrupted preparation due to the restrictions.  
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By July 2020 there was light at the end of the tunnel with many Member 
Associations back or preparing to get back to lacrosse, all be it with new health 
protocols and practises which will remain for some time to ensure the safety of 
the community. LWA and LSA were able to hold relatively normal seasons, while 
NSWL and QLA utilised either a new season format or the new 6 v 6 lacrosse 
format once they returned. Canberra Lacrosse Club were also able to make a 
return to lacrosse with regular sessions and even hosted NSWL in the “Battle in 
the Capital”. 

While COVID-19 proved to be difficult, it was nothing compared to the tragic loss 
of two lacrosse community members in Brian Griffin and Sue Sofarnos. Brian was 
one of the best players from Australia. Brian represented Australia from 1962-74, 
was awarded with a Lacrosse Australia Fellowship and was also inducted into 
the Sport Australia Hall of Fame in 1999. Brian’s work and contribution reached 
many people in the lacrosse world and he will be sadly missed. 

Sue has also left behind an enormous legacy within Lacrosse. Sue represented 
Australia as a player from 1978 – 1997, was one of the best players in the world, as 
demonstrated with her All World Team selection at the 1982 World Cup and in 
Australian’s World Cup victory in 1986. Sue also was an Australian coach who 
attended three World Cups. Sue was much loved in the Australian lacrosse 
community and will be sadly missed. 

Once again, rising from these tragedies is the sense of community and family within 
lacrosse in Australia, with so many messages of love, compassion and support 
flowing for the families and friends of Brian and Sue. This highlights the importance 
and greatness of our Australian lacrosse community and is strong reason why many 
are a part of our community.  

To all players, coaches, officials, volunteers, administers, boards and organisations, 
this sense of community and family should unite and buoy us to continue to build 
upon this culture to ensure lacrosse can continue to be successful, grow and 
welcome new members in to our sport. 

Whilst 2020 was challenging on so many fronts it did provide the opportunity for 
the ALA to continue progress in a number of areas.  A particularly important step 
was the formation of the Athletes Advisory Committee – headed up by Keith 
Nyberg as their Chair. Already we have seen the benefit of the direct point of 
engagement with the players in the planning and operations of the ALA and look 
forward to further engaging with them to ensure the ALA remains well connected 
to the thoughts and wishes of our players. 

In closing I want to acknowledge the staff of the ALA, their commitment to the 
sport shone through this year. We were challenged with cancelled events, school 
closures, postponed and cancelled seasons, locked down travel, working from 
home and a myriad of zoom meetings and late nights as we sought to engage and 
meet to work through the challenges that arose. 
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To Steve, Damien and Kade thank you for working through the challenges and 
ensuring that wherever possible our programs and services were delivered to a 
high standard. 
 
To the board, your commitment was ever present, whilst we have been unable to 
meet face to face we embraced the challenges of 2020 and have operated 
effectively through technology and three separate time zones.  
 
I want to acknowledge and thank Andrew Harris who retired as a director, his 
service to the sport over the past years has been enormous, from engaging with 
the ALN to driving the rebranding project currently underway and helping with 
governance reform the sport will benefit from his tenure for years to come. 
 
The Australian Lacrosse Association looks forward to a more normal and further 
successful 2021. 
 
Key focuses 2021: 

• Continuation and growth of Quick Stix programs within the Sporting School 
Program and delivered by clubs. 

• Further developing and incorporating Sport Australian Governance 
Principles. 

• Preparation of the U20 Men and Senior Women Teams for World 
Championship Events. 

• Release of ALA Coaching Framework and delivery of Coach Education. 

• Education of officials for new 6v6 Lacrosse rules. 

• Delivery of ALA new branding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highlights from 2020: 

• The Southern Crosse event, a High Performance event, was held with 
athletes from both the men’s and women’s program competing. 

• ALA held the 3rd National Planning Meeting with all Member Associations 
represented in February 2020. 

• Lacrosse WA won the ALA Senior Men’s Indoor Championship in their 
second year of the event. 

• ALA held the first Talent Course in WA in March. 

• 4 Australian lacrosse members were appointed to World Lacrosse Sub 
Committees, either the Officiating or Rules Sub Committee. 

• The Athlete Advisory Committee was formed. 

• Appointment of Paul Mollison and Alex Pellerano as Independent Directors 
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Finance, Governance & Administration - Caroline McLuckie  

For 2019/20, the Board set out several key performance indicators, in line with the 
requirements for Sport Australia funding. A summary of these key objectives can 
be found as part of the Directors’ Report in the Financial Reports for the period. 
These indicators were used to drive the budget for the 2019/20 year, which when 
set was aiming for a small reasonable surplus of $15k. 

For the first half of the financial year, the organisation was on track to beat the 
budget by around $20k. This was mainly as a result of cost savings in the 
administration of the organisation, delivery of the Quick Stix programs, marketing 
and general travel over the growth, officiating and high-performance areas.  

Sporting Schools programs in term 3 and term 4 (2019), were ahead in revenue by 
27% for primary, and 62% in secondary programs, overall, ahead in surplus by 47%. 

On the 11th March 2020, the World Health Organisation declared COVID19 as a 
world pandemic. By the end of March 2020, state and federal governments had 
placed restrictions on the day-to-day lives of Australians. The sporting industry, due 
the nature of bringing people together, was significantly impacted. 

As an organisation, along with input from the Member Associations, we made the 
decision to cancel the U18 National Championships due to take place in April 2020, 
and close down lacrosse nationally from April 2020 in line with state government 
guidelines, for the safety of our members. With many states having their traditional 
field lacrosse seasons between March and September in a year, this of course had 
an impact on the financials of our clubs, states and the ALA as an organisation itself. 

In early April 2020, as an organisation we recut budgets for both the 2019/20 year 
and through to Dec 2020 in line with Sport Australia requirements, and recut our 
cashflow to ensure sufficient liquidity for a minimum of twelve months. Both the 
financials and cash flows were then, and continue to be monitored closely and 
thoroughly. 
 

 
 

As a Board, we made the decision that supporting our Member Associations was to 
be a priority, and understanding that this may come at an expense to the ALA 
financials for the year. To enable this, some of the steps we took financially, 
amongst others were: 

• Staff on JobKeeper. 

• Federal Cash Flow boosts. 

• Contractors hours reduced. 

• Overheads reduced to minimum. 

• Rent relief on the office at Williamstown. 

• Pausing the marketing & rebranding project that was due for completion 

by June 2020. 

• Cancellation of all Board honorariums until at least 2021. 

• Reduction in insurance premiums for 2020 calendar year. 

• Success in receiving grants from the Victorian Department of Economic 

Development, Jobs, Transport & Resources. 
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To support the Member Associations, we were then able to pass on the reduction 
in insurance premiums in full to those states that fall within the ALA policy, and 
gave a 25% reduction in the Member Association Membership fees to all states. 
We extended their payment terms, allowing states to build up cash before paying 
us. We have also been working closely with Member Associations to support 
them in applying for funding with their state governments if needed. 
In the 2019/20 financial reports, these reductions have been reflected using 
relevant accounting standards by spreading the reductions over the period of 
membership and insurance between the 2019/20 and 2020/21 financial periods. 
The Sporting Schools programs were impacted nationwide for term 2 (2020), with 
little to no activity taking place. Being a profitable area, this had a significant effect 
on the result of the year. 
 
Other key areas on note in the financial reports, not relating to COVID19, are the 
following: 
1. Provision of unused annual leave for staff in line with requirements of AASB 

119 has been created for the first time. 

2. Directors travel and WL meeting expenditure was up year on year, mainly due 

to the international events that took place between July and September 2019. 

3. The adjustment for the timing of insurance coverage for previous years was 

completed in 2019/20, showing the real cost of the insurance programs, 

including an increase in workers compensation to reflect the coverage for 

contractors. 

4. Other finance & administrative costs include subscriptions, computer 

expenses, internet and telephone, and membership to the APLU. 

5. Accounts receivable went up due to the extended payment terms given to 

Member Associations. 

6. The marketing & rebranding project had commenced with the cost shown in 

the balance sheet reflective of the progress at the time of reporting. On 

completion the project costs will be depreciated over a period of time. 

Looking forward, the ALA will change its financial year to calendar year, to bring the 
year in line with the standard lacrosse activity calendar, insurance policies, 
membership, and to remove the burden of year end reporting when senior 

nationals and international competition tends to take place. There will be an 
interim period for 01 July 2020 – 31 December 2020, and then from 2021 the 
annual reports will be on a calendar basis. 
 
With the uncertainty of COVID19, the budget for 01 July 2020 – 31 December 2020 
has been set to break-even as close as possible. 
Key objectives submitted to Sport Australia for the period include: 

• Restart and completion of the rebranding project. 

• Review and implement governance policies in line with the new Sport 

Australia Governance. Principles (I encourage all club and state 

administrators to take a look at their portal on this: 

https://www.sportaus.gov.au/governance) 

• Continue to assist Member Associations in their Return to Play Plans 

• Assist states to implement modified programs, such as 6v6 

• Increase number of accredited coaches. 

• Assist states in COVID19 monitoring and reporting. 

We have also been successful in securing grant funding from World Lacrosse in 
response to COVID19, of which we have committed to passing on 50% of this to 
Member Associations, the other 50% will support the organisation in 2021. We 
have also applied for further funding from the Victorian Government. 
A budget for 2021 will be set by end of October 2020, taking into consideration KPIs 
for sport recovery in 2021. A plan to review the Member Association membership 
model is also in place. 
For 2021 the Sport Australia governance principles will be a key focus, allowing us 
to further update our own internal policies, and support states in reviewing theirs. 
 
The full financial reports can be found towards the end of this document or by 
clicking here. 
 
 

https://www.sportaus.gov.au/governance
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Growth & Development – Mike Slattery 

Overview 
The Growth Objective of the ALA is “Increase the number of people playing lacrosse 
in Australia”.  This covers the three (3) major components of Program (Club based), 
Participation (School based) and Projects (events e.g. University Games, Social 
contests, Skill clinics, Nationals). ‘Program’ has been our traditional lacrosse base 
in Australia. ‘Participation’ and ‘Projects’ are our challenge but also our major 
opportunity for lacrosse Growth in Australia. 
The current ALA Strategic Plan 2019-22 clearly has Growth as the #1 priority for 
lacrosse in Australia (which has the support of all Member Associations). To ensure 
that the Growth Objective is achieved to the maximum possible we must operate 
cohesively as National and State bodies. This requires that we represent and 
present our sport in an aligned and effective structure across Australia for the 
reasons of achieving maximum productivity and best outcomes. For that purpose, 
the ALA’s Growth Advisory Council (GAC) was established and has been 
productively operating over recent years. The GAC has set a Growth direction and 
priorities that the ALA has followed and implemented – and are progressing 
through the path of introducing lacrosse via Primary Schools, Secondary Schools, 
University Games, Social Competitions. 
 
Sporting Schools 
The ALA has progressively worked to maximise our performance, promotion and 
readiness to achieve great Quick Stix results (within the funded Sporting Schools 
program of Sport Australia). This has covered Primary Schools since the beginning 
of 2018 and Secondary Schools since the beginning of 2019. The Quick Stix program 
provides a free-flowing form of lacrosse for kids to start learning the game. It is 
simple to teach and learn, and a perfect sport for school children. 
There is confidence that the Sporting Schools Program is a sound and ongoing 
framework within which to present the Quick Stix product (for both Primary & 
Secondary Schools). The results to date verify that, since inception from Term1 of  
2018, at the end of Term 3 of 2020 that 50,983 School Participants via 630 School 
Programs across all eight States and Territories Australia have been achieved. Note 
that these results have been achieved despite the severe impact of COVID-19 
pandemic from early 2020 until currently (and which are still extreme within  

 
Victoria in particular). This positive outlook is further re-assured by the Federal 
Health commitment to fund this Sporting Schools program to currently the end of 
calendar 2020 and which is expected to continue beyond that with additional 
funding forecast to come within the 2020 Federal Budget. Lacrosse is one of only 
35 sporting programs endorsed by Sporting Schools and the Quick Stix product has 
consistently performed in the top half results (of Sporting Schools programs) across 
the full calendar year. Hence the ALA perspective is that the Sporting Schools is and 
will remain a cornerstone for growing lacrosse across Australia. 
Creation of the Quick Stix lacrosse product has been supported with website 
materials, videos, reference material, mobile phone prompts, etc.. The latest 
innovation in early 2020 has been the creation of Quick Stix education via 
interactive Zoom on-line instruction and tuition. There has been the Quick Stix 
creation of a school oriented product (called Involve) plus a subsequent club 
oriented conversion product (called Invade). The latter has recently been taken up 
by some lacrosse clubs driving junior recruitment for their club teams – and the 
challenge and opportunity exists for additional clubs to utilise that capability. 
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This success has been and continues to be driven by the self-funded employment 
of 2 full time staff (Growth & Quick Stix co-ordinators in Damien Orr and Kade 
Robinson respectively). They have consistently achieved the successful 
implementation of Quick Stix programs in every State & Territory of Australia.  
Delivery has been provided by either teachers or ALA coaches (from the lacrosse 
community resources or external providers that have been trained and 
accredited for Quick Stix). To date 255 ALA coaches have been trained (91 of 
which are currently active) and 134 teachers from various schools have also been 
trained. 
The growth of Quick Stix within the funded Sporting Schools program had achieved 
a projected revenue that would have been 40% of the ALA 2019-20 budget except 
for the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic from early in 2020. It is planned and 
expected that the recovery of a significant and reliable revenue stream from 
Sporting Schools via Quick Stix programs will be achieved from the beginning of 
2021 (when it is anticipate the COVID-19 pandemic impact will have been 
minimised). 
The opportunity cannot be underestimated for the sport of lacrosse in Australia to 
introduce our great game further into the New South Wales, Queensland and 
Tasmanian markets whilst consolidating and growing the awareness in the 
Victorian, South Australian and Western Australian markets. The Quick Stix Invade 
program has been created and made available for clubs to implement and 
hopefully attract additional club lacrosse players and parents. 
 
Highlights 
UniSports.  

Lacrosse gained entry for the first time into UniSports competition over 9-10 July 
2019 competing in Division 2 (with lacrosse being the only new sport admitted). 
These games were held on the Gold Coast with 5 teams plus management and 
officials from across Australia competing. It is planned that we will keep lacrosse in  
this UniSports competition for many years to come (and ideally move into Division 
1). Our 2020 challenge was to successfully run the Lacrosse 5’s competition, in  
Perth, in the 2020 UniSports Competition – and this was looking positive until 
cancelled because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Hence our 2021 challenge will be to 
participate in that year’s UniSports competition scheduled for the Gold Coast. 

 

Lacrosse Australia Foundation (LAF) 

The LAF continues to support ALA with funding for Growth projects. During the last 
financial year they financially supported some agreed lacrosse projects. The 
process behind their support is that the ALA GAC approve Growth project(s) which 
are submitted to the LAF and funded if agreed worthy and capable. This process 
has and will continue in this next financial year and beyond. 
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Competitions & Events – Jan Jackson 
The 2019 Men’s Indoor Championship was not played as the December event was 
moved to February 2020. 
 
The devastation from the coronavirus (COVID-19) that began in March, that limited 
contact and restricted travel, left the ALA without any choice but to regretfully 
cancel the Under 18 Boys’ & Girls’ Championship scheduled 8-13 April.  With 
further restrictions imposed under COVID-19, the ALA was faced with the 
unenviable decision and with great regret, to also cancel the Senior Men’s and 
Women’s Championship, the ALA Challenge, the Under 15 Boys’ and Girls’ 
Tournament. The East Coast Event was also cancelled. 
 
The ALA was very pleased to host two successful events before COVID-19 forcefully 
made its way into our lives. 
 
Southern Crosse Tournament 
3-7 January 2020, venue Footscray Hockey Centre, Yarraville, Vic. 
9 teams participated including Japan’s U20 Kyushu and U20 Chushikoku  women’s 
teams. Australia Green won the Women’s Vivienne Parker-White Trophy and 
Australia Green won the Men’s Vivienne Parker-White Trophy.  
 
Men’s Indoor Championship 
6-9 February 2020, venue Westgate Sports Centre, North Altona Vic. 
NSW, SA, Victoria and WA participated; Western Australia won the ALA Mollison 
Trophy.  
 
All Stars Team: 
Face Off   Nathan Bell (VIC) 
Attack     Tim Ratje (VIC)   Jesse Whinnen (SA) 
Defence  James Mullins (SA)   Samuel Koczwara (WA) 
Goalkeeper    Aaron Machner (WA) 
Coach   Wade Hammond (WA)  
Official   Steve Green 
 

 
Fairest and Best Players Australia-wide 
O. C. Isaachsen Trophy (men) and Shelley Maher Trophy (women) Fairest and Best 
Players Australia-wide in the most senior men’s and women’s State competitions 
was not awarded in 2020 as Lacrosse SA and Lacrosse WA were the only Member 
Associations that were able to play field lacrosse. 
 

2020 Full National Championship & Tournament Event Results 
To view match results from each 2020 ALA National Championship or Tournament 
please visit ALA Results Portal: www.alaresults.sportingpulse.net  

 

National Championship/Tournament Results Records 
Through dedication from a small group of committed volunteers ALA has been 
able to track the past winners of the Senior Men & Women field Championship, 
Men’s Indoor/Box Championship, U18 Boy’s and Girl’s Championship and the U15 
Boy’s and Girl’s Tournament. To access these records please click here. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.alaresults.sportingpulse.net/
http://lacrosse.com.au/media/220230/2020-national-championship-tournamnet-results-all.xlsx
http://lacrosse.com.au/media/220230/2020-national-championship-tournamnet-results-all.xlsx
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High Performance – Paul Mollison  

Overview 
Implementation of the revised High-Performance Framework for the Australian 
Team Programs, with the inclusion of a model adopting a capped number of 
Contracted Players and program of events. The lists of Contracted Players will be 
reviewed annually, with selected players maintaining continuous Australian 
Squads for a 12-month per year duration. 
 
Following a successful January 2020 Southern Crosse Tournament SXT, all other 
ALA HP events were severely disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic, with events 
and squad camps subsequently cancelled. 
 
World Lacrosse 
The effect of COVID-19, saw the postponement of the July 2020 World Lacrosse 
(WL) U19 Men’s World Championship, to June 2021, as the WL 2021 U20 Men’s 
World Championship, Limerick Ireland. All tour arrangements have been 
suspended and on hold. 
 
Teams and Events 
Due to the COVID-19 situation, Australian teams and squads were restricted with 
athlete training and preparation. State Based Squads, aligned to the restrictions 
and conditions of each state.  
 
High Performance Administration 
System of Player Contracts and Team Staff Contracts prepared, produced and 
achieved. 
 

The COVID-19 pandemic required multiple adjustments of Australian Squad 
training and camps. Frequent zoom meetings were maintained with coaching staff 
and support provided where necessary.  
 

A 3-year partnership was established with TeamBuildr, for our Australian Men’s 
and Women’s Team Programs; Senior, U23 and U20/U19. TeamBuildr is a leading-
edge software platform to provide Strength & Conditioning Coaches the ability to 
maximise athlete programs and reporting, via the TeamBuildr smart phone App. 

 
Sponsorship 
ALA and the Australian Team program, gratefully acknowledge the significant 
contribution from Living Choice. 
 
 
Partnerships 
ALA continues a healthy partnership with Ackland Travel (Melbourne) for travel 
and accommodation booking arrangements of Australian squads and team travel.  

https://www.teambuildr.com/
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Officiating – Mark Polden 

Men’s National Technical Committee (MNTC) 
Dennis Mulroney will retire from the ALA Referee In Chief (ALARIC) position at the 
end of October.  Dennis has served on the MNTC as SA Chief Referee from 2003 – 
2010, as SA Deputy Chief Referee from 2011 - 2015, and since 2016 as ALARIC. That 
is a total 18 years continuous service to the administration and leadership and 
coaching of Men’s Officiating for the ALA at local, National, and International 
competitions. Dennis has had a profound and positive affect upon Lacrosse 
Officiating in Australia and internationally. 

John Sedgeway is also retiring from the position of Victorian Chief Referee (VicCR). 
John has served on the MNTC as Deputy VicCR from 2011 – 2017, and as VicCR from 
2018 – 2020. A total 10 years of almost continuous service to the administration 
and leadership and coaching of Men’s Officiating for the ALA at local and National 
competitions. John has also had a very positive affect upon Lacrosse officiating in 
Victoria and Australia. 

On behalf of the Australian Lacrosse Association I thank Dennis and John for their 
contributions to Lacrosse and Men’s Officiating, not limited just to their work on 
the MNTC, but also for the other contributions they have made to the sport during 
their careers as players, referees, coaches and administrators. 
The ALA Referee in Chief and State Chief Referee positions are open for selection 
in October 2020, for appointment from 1 Nov. 2020 to 31 Oct. 2022. With the 
retirements of Dennis and John there is the opportunity for new participants to 
assist in the development and training of Men’s referees in Australia. 

2020 MNTC 

ALA Referee in 
Chief 

Dennis Mulroney 
  

SA Chief Referee David Campbell SA Deputy CR Bradley Edwards 

VIC Chief Referee John Sedgeway VIC Deputy CR Graham Sharpe 

WA Chief Referee Ian McRae WA Deputy CR Peter Mulcahy 

 

 
Women’s National Technical Committee (WNTC) 
The WNTC State Deputy Umpire In Charge (UIC) positions are open for selection in 
October 2020, for appointment from 1 Nov. 2020 to 31 Oct. 2022. I sincerely hope 
that the current State Deputy UIC’s from South Australia (Natalie Owens), Western 
Australia (Susan Milne), and Victoria (Amy Basile) will reapply for these positions. 
That is not to imply that other suitable applicants will not be considered. It would 
be very encouraging and an indicator of the strength of the Women’s umpiring 
community to have additional applicants for these positions in each of these 
jurisdictions. 
 
2020 WNTC 

ALA Umpire in 
Charge 

Martin Kiploks 
  

SA Umpire in Charge Tammy Varga SA Deputy UIC Natalie Owens 

VIC Umpire in Charge Leanne MacGibbon VIC Deputy UIC Amy Basile 

WA Umpire in Charge Kellie Morley WA Deputy UIC Susan Milne 
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World Lacrosse 
General Assembly Approved Rule Changes 
At the World Lacrosse General Assembly during the Under 19 Women’s World 
Championship there were several changes to the Women’s Rules that have been 
implemented in January 2020. The WNTC has sought clarification from World 
Lacrosse (WL) on the correct interpretation and application of these rule changes 
as the wording of some of these were not easily understood. I am pleased to say 
that through this collaboration with the WL Women’s Rules and Officiating 
committees that some clarity has been achieved and progress is being made to 
further resolving some of those ongoing problems. 
 

Appointments to World Lacrosse Officiating and Rules Sub Committees 

Officiating Subcommittee  
Men’s Lacrosse 

Rules Subcommittee 
Women’s Lacrosse 

Rules Subcommittee 
Men’s Lacrosse 

Mark Polden 
(Subcommittee Chair) 

Paul Mollison Keith Nyberg 

Dennis Mulroney  Mark Polden 

 
2020 World Lacrosse Under 19 Men’s World Championships, Limerick, Ireland 
Everyone would know that this World Championship has been deferred until June 
2020, and renamed the 2021 World Lacrosse Under 20 Men’s World 
Championships, Limerick, Ireland. The Referees and Officials Coaches that were 
selected to participate in 2020 maintain their invitation to participate in 2021.  
These officials are: 
Referees: Tim Kennedy (WA), Kym Panton (WA), Danny Whitbourn (Vic), Shane 
Abbott (SA). 
Officials Coaches: David Campbell. 
Co-Referee in Chief: Mark Polden 
 
Recently the number of Teams interested in participating has increased, so further 
officials may be asked for. 
 

2020 ALA Men's Indoor National Championship 
The Indoor Senior Nationals were held from 6 – 9 February at the Westgate 
Indoor Sports facility at Altona Nth, Victoria.  
These officials are: 
Referees: Steve Green, Jason Lawrence, Brendan Hall, Kelvin Minerds (Vic), and 
Luke Keesing (SA). 
Officials manager: Rodney Burns from NSW/Vic. 
 

The ALA was able to provide officiating coaching assistance to the Queensland 
Lacrosse Association for their Women’s Umpires prior to the beginning of their 
season in March of this year. Many thanks to Martin Kiploks for delivering that 
instruction and practical training to their officials.  
 

As the ALA National Events, (Under 18, Seniors Nationals, Under 15, East Coast 
Cup), were suspended and then cancelled in 2020 due to the pandemic, there has 
obviously not been any active officiating at national events. The National Technical 
Committees have been meeting regularly to discuss and resolve any ongoing issues 
and prepare for next season. Fortunately, there have been lacrosse competitions 
conducted in most States, except sadly, Victoria. The match officials who have 
facilitated these games should be congratulated for making these competitions 
possible. They have done this largely out of their love of Lacrosse and their desire 
to see the sport grow. 
 

The National Technical Committees will be working hard in 2021 to provide enough 
qualified officials to facilitate the ALA National Championships, the ALA HP events 
as well as for World Lacrosse and APLU events.  
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Coaching – Glenn Morley 
Over the last 12 months the ALA has been working to further develop our coaching 
framework and offerings to bring it in line with best practise advocated by Sport 
Australia. In 2015 Sport Australia released the Coach & Officiating Framework 
Toolkit which is designed to be used by NSOs to develop their own Education 
Framework. This was to help prepare NSOs for the retirement of the National 
Coaching Accreditation Scheme which occurred in 2017. 

One of the overarching principles of the Framework Toolkit is to place participants 
at the centre of the coach education framework. This is to ensure the coach 
framework and education meets the participants needs. Therefore, this principle 
lead to ALA developing the ALA Participation Framework which was published in 
November 2019. The ALA Participation Framework utilises the Foundations, Talent, 
Elite & Mastery (FTEM) framework which has been endorsed by Sport Australia. 
The FTEM outlines a participant’s journey and certain key milestone of 
development along the way. 

The creation of the Participation Framework has allowed ALA to design and develop 
the ALA Coaching Framework which will be published in quarter 4 of 2020. The ALA 
Coach Framework will outline the different education offerings and also the path 
that coaches can take to further develop their coaching or to gain higher coaching 
experiences. Building on this work the ALA also developed an Online Education 
platform for coach education which we began to use in 2020 to deliver and 
administer coach education. This online platform will be a centre piece for coach 
accreditation and re-accreditation moving forward in 2021 and beyond. 

As part of the development and result of the ALA Coaching Framework the ALA 
introduced two new coach education offerings: the Foundation Coach Course and 
the Talent Coach Course. 

The Talent Coach Course is designed to support the development and provide 
education to experienced coaches working at a top tier club level or a coach within 
a state team program and links directly to the Talent Phase of the Participation 
Framework.  

 
The first Talent Coach Course was held in WA in March 2020. 11 coaches attended 
the two day face to face element of the course. The course was delivered with 
content from internal and external presenters with Glenn Stewart, High 
Performance Manager and Jordan Stares, Strength & Conditioning Coach, from the 
West Coast Eagles, and TJ Buchanan, Director of Sport Development, from World 
Lacrosse, present at the course.  

ALA would like to thank the coaches who attended the face to face element of the 
course and the ALA looks forward to reengaging with each coach and supporting 
them to complete and gain accreditation in 2021. 

The Foundation Coach Course is designed to support the development and provide 
education to new coaches, junior coaches and new parents to lacrosse and links 
directly to the Foundation Phase of the Participation Framework. The Foundation 
Coach Course is a 100% online course providing accessible training and education.  

https://www.sportaus.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/684769/CoachingOfficiating_Framework_toolkit_-_Final.pdf
https://www.sportaus.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/684769/CoachingOfficiating_Framework_toolkit_-_Final.pdf
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The Foundations Coach Course was announced in April 2020 just before the 
majority of domestic seasons were planned to start. However, due to COVID-19 
restrictions many seasons where postponed. Nevertheless 10 coaches still engaged 
in the training and gain accreditation. The ALA will work with Member Associations 
to further promote the Foundation Coach Course in the lead up to the 2021 season. 

The Club Coach Course in 2020 played a key part in coach development.  Lacrosse 
Victoria held a course in February at Camberwell Lacrosse Club with 14 coaches 
attending and gaining accreditation. Coach Education continued to occur in the 
midst of the pandemic. The ALA in conjunction with Member Associations 
conducted an Online Club Coach Course which saw 10 coaches attend a 3 session 
course held over 3 weeks. The content and delivery methods were modified to be 
delivered online and via zoom meetings. Coaches were asked to engage in group 
discussions and also present different coaching elements and skills to the group. 
This initiative not only highlighted, but also acted as a pilot, how lacrosse can 
further develop our delivery methods for coach education. Once again, the ALA 
would like to thank all 24 coaches who attended a Club Coach Course in 2020. 

Looking forward and once the Coaching Framework is published, the ALA will work 
with Member Associations to continue to deliver all three coach education courses 
in 2021. The ALA is looking to hold its second Talent Coach Course in either Victoria 
or South Australia in early 2021. In addition, the ALA will work with Member 
Association to reengage previously accredited Club Coaches so they can formally 
begin a new re-accreditation process if they wish.   
 
To ensure suitable, educated and qualified coaches are working with athletes 
attending National Events the ALA will introduce Mandatory Accreditation for 
coaches. This will mean that coaches attending National Events will be required to 
hold a certain level of accreditation and complete different training elements 
before attending a National Event. Mandatory Accreditation will commence from 
2022 allowing ALA and Member Associations to use 2021 to prepare, support and 
train coaches who wish to coach at National Events. 
  

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the ALA’s Member Associations, 
World Lacrosse, Sport Australia and the Australian Coaching Council who have all 
provided support and input into the development of the ALA Coaching Framework, 
Talent Coach Course and Foundation Coach Course. 
 
In closing I want to acknowledge the work of Steve Campbell who has driven and 
delivered the exceptional coaching programs this year. The work behind the 
development of the participation and coaching frameworks was enormous and the 
final product are industry best practice. I know Steve was well supported by other 
staff members from the ALA and the Member Associations who all continue to 
work well together and are delivering great outcomes for the sport. 
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Marketing & Communications – From the ALA Board 

Andrew Harris was the Director of Marketing and Communications from 1st July 
2019 to 16 February 2020 in the 2019/20 reporting period. 
 
One of the biggest projects within this portfolio, during this reporting period, was 

the Rebranding Project. This project’s goal was to address how to professionally 

market the game of lacrosse from the National level, to enable it to be relevant 

and attractive for the next decade and to further develop the sport’s 

communication channels. 

Following an application process Circus Media was the successful company 

engaged to conduct the Rebranding Project for the Australian Lacrosse Association 

(ALA). Circus Media designed a project plan which incorporated 5 key steps in 

which they would conduct and deliver to meet the project’s goal: 

1. Research & Audit: 15 Dec 2019 – 19 Jan 2020 

• Research of competitive activity. 

• Research category trends. 

• Understand political challenges. 

• Evaluate existing brand and brand architecture. 

• Conduct an interview of players/coaches/club management/officials. 

• Survey and interview users. 

• Map customer journey. 
 

2. Brand Workshop: 26 Jan 2020 – 29 Feb 2020 

Circus Media held workshops with the project’s Working Group and with Key 

Stakeholders at the ALA National Planning Meeting to: 

• Determine beginnings/story, belief blueprint, and purpose of the sport/ALA. 

• Determine global need, customers, competitors, trends. 

• Review audit findings and interview data; review customer journey and fill-
in any gaps. 

• Build brand pyramid including attributes, benefits, values, personality and 
essence. 

 
3. Brand Strategy Development: Originally scheduled for early March 2020  

Circus Media to draft a brand strategy to present to the project’s Working Group 

and the ALA Board for further edits and amendment. Brand Strategy to include: 

• Collated findings, synthesise thinking, brand elevator pitch, brand essence 
suggestions and value proposition statements. 
 

4. Creative Development: Originally Schedule for late March 2020 

Circus Media will brief (their) creative team to develop brand identity concepts. 
Creative concepts would be presented to project’s Working Group and ALA Board 
for feedback and decision.  

5. Creative Presentation and Roll Out: Originally schedule for June 2020 

Circus Media to design style guide and provide roll-out and apply approved 
concepts to agreed collateral before official launch at Senior Nationals in June 
2020. 
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The project successfully delivered the key steps 1 and 2 of the project plan. 

However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic the ALA Board made the decision to put 

this project on hold to address the impacts of the pandemic. ALA will commence 

with the remaining steps within the project plan in the quarter 3 and 4 of 2020 and 

will determine the best time for a new brand roll out taking into consideration the 

ongoing implications of the pandemic, ALA National events and resources to 

implement the new brand.  

Furthermore, following Andrew Harris departure from the ALA Board as an 
appointed Director, the ALA, through review and discussions, decided to introduce 
a new portfolio: Business Development (which has superseded the Marketing and 
Communications portfolio). The Business Development Director will develop the 
organisational business and revenue through commercial partnerships, fundraising 
and grants.  

In June 2020 the ALA appointed Alex Pellerano as the Business Development 
Director. Alex has worked within baseball in Australia and in the US, and is the 
founded of Innovative Prophets, a commercial and marketing agency. Alex brings 
the expert skills and knowledge to the ALA board to help develop the business of 
our organisation.  Initially Alex will begin learning and building an understanding of 
all of the ALA portfolios, current partnerships, ALA’s business processes and will 
also be involved in the Rebranding Project Working Group.  

Finally, the ALA would like to thank Andrew Harris for his service to the ALA Board 
since he joined in 2014. Andrew brought unique skills and a wide range of 
knowledge to the board relating to governance & risk, strategy & planning, member 
engagement and commercial experience. The ALA wishes Andrew all the very best 
for the future.  
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Member Association’s Reports 

To access a Member Associations report please click on their logo. 

Also included is a report from Canberra Lacrosse Club as there is no ACT Member Association. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://lacrosse.com.au/media/232483/2020-NSWL-Report.pdf
http://lacrosse.com.au/media/232708/2020-QLA-Report.pdf
http://lacrosse.com.au/media/232489/2020-LV-Report.pdf
http://lacrosse.com.au/media/232705/2020-LWA-Report.pdf
http://lacrosse.com.au/media/232711/2020-lsa-report.pdf
http://lacrosse.com.au/media/232486/2020-CLC-Report.pdf
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4,267.  

80.  

1,808. 
1,306.  

14,690. 
48.  

3,404.  

7,611. 

0* 

397. 

25.  
Members   
Players, Coaches & Officials 282.  

Participants 
Playing Lacrosse 
 

 
  2018 2019 2020 

ACT 240 827 282 

SA 3073 4419 4441 
VIC 6509 8879 7167 

WA 1696 4467 3978 
NSW 1162 3161 3154 

NT 
 

360 456 
QLD 1516 1098 1249 

TAS 48 280 397    
 

Total 14,244 23,491 21,124 

 

2020 Lacrosse in Australia - Membership & Participation 

- 2,448 Total in AUS 

- 32,915 Total in AUS 

Participation in Quick Stix (QS) 
through Sporting Schools Program 

*Due to COVID-19 Pandemic no season was held. Includes QS data and MA participation data outside of QS Sporting Schools 
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Thank-you to all the volunteer administrators 
who helped gather, collate and publish the 

data for this report. 

Thank-you to all the volunteer photographers 
who capture the wonderful images at ALA 

National Events. 

Thank-you to all the supporters and 
volunteers who are involved directly or 
associated with our High-Performance 

teams. 

 

Thank-you to all the ALA Partners who support the 
ongoing development and delivery of lacrosse in 
Australia.  
 
 
- Sport Australia          - Hart Sport 
- Living Choice            - Acland Travel 
- Lacrosse Australia Foundation  - Sports Centre 
- Australian Lacrosse Network    

 


	2020 ALA Annual Report...pdf
	ALA 2020 signed.pdf

